Evaluating a pediatric pain management research utilization program.
Research-based pain assessment and management innovations are not fully utilized in clinical nursing practice. Thus children continue to suffer despite strategies that could eliminate or significantly reduce their pain. An educational program was developed and implemented to integrate state-of-the-art pain assessment and management strategies into the clinical practice of pediatric nurses. This article reports on evaluation of the research utilization process during development and implementation of the program. The program included formal classes, development of instruments for pain assessment and documentation, ongoing consultation on pain management strategies, and designation of a unit-based staff nurse liaison. Findings illuminated the process through which nursing staff on one unit came to learn about new ideas, try those ideas in their clinical practice, re-invent certain strategies to better meet their needs, and, ultimately, to adopt innovations deemed helpful in their work.